PREFACE.

formed by the intervention of a nation pre-eminent in arms
and civilization among backward and unstable communities.

Moreover, India not only presents a sort of picture in which
we may recognize and examine for ourselves many of the
features and incidents of early history; it, also gives us a
connected view of society in different stages, of various forms
of tribal organization, of different systems of rule, and concep-
tions of sovereignty. The country affords a field of remarkable
abundance for the collection and verification at first hand of
living specimens of various types, especially for the study of
early ideas on the subject of religion and rulership, and for
observing the general movement of Asiatic society, which
appears to be not unlike ancient European society in a state of
arrested development. This field has been frequently and skil-
fully worked, by Sir Henry Maine and others, for the purpose
of scientific research ; and its exploration is of special value to
those who, like the English in India, are going through a course
of practical lessons in the great and prodigiously difficult art of
dealing with races of backward and alien civilizations.

The iSrst chapter in this volume, upon the religion of an
Indian province, gives the conclusions formed by me upon the
nature and condition of Hinduism in certain inland districts of
TnrKft. not very well known nor much visited, which, although
they are administered by British officers, are not part of
British India, and have preserved their local characteristics.
Chapter VH., on the formation of castes and clans, was
written after I had become acquainted with Eajputana, a
country parcelled out among native States, and possessing a
very rare and antique stratification of society, having still on
its surface things that have been long overlaid or swept away
in other parts of India.